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#GamerGate 
Xavier Voigt-Hill 
The  year  is  2014.  A 

female game developer releases 
her  f i r s t  b ig  pro ject ,  an 
interactive  text-based  non-
fiction about  the  actualities  of 
l i v ing  with  depress ion  on 
Steam, the biggest marketplace 
for PC game downloads. An ex-
boyfriend  blogs  about  her 
re lat ionship  with  a  games 
journalist and she is driven from 
her  home  after  the  release  of 
personal  details  and  serious 
rape and death threats.

The year is also 2014. A 
feminist  media  critic  publishes 
her latest work on sexist tropes 
against  women in  video games 
on YouTube. Some take offence 
at  her  observations  and  work 
and  she  is  driven  from  her 
home  after  the  re lease  of 
persona l  in format ion  and 
serious rape and death threats. 
Additionally,  a  planned  public 
speak ing  appearance  i s 
cancelled after  credible  threats 
of terrorism if she appeared.

The  year  is  still  2014. 
An  acclaimed  male  developer 
tweets  his  support  for  those 
aforementioned  subjects  of 
harassment  and  abuse.  His 
company  is  hacked  and  he  is 
driven from his livelihood after 
the  release  of  personal  and 
business  details  and  serious 
death threats.

Al l  in  the  name  of 
#GamerGate.

—
Zoe  Quinn ,  Ani ta 

Sarkeesian and Phil Fish are just 
three  of  the  targets  of  vitriol 
f rom  cor ners  o f  the 
#GamerGate  movement  that 
sprung  up  online  over  the 
summer and shows no signs of 
relenting.  Common themes  of 
the  targets  are  that  they  are 
women,  they  are  progressives 
spearhead ing  change  and 
diversity in the games industry 
and/or they support those who 
do. 

(continued on page 4)

The Motherless 
Oven Review 

Louis Hall 
Okay. This is going 

to  be  d i f f i cu l t .  T h e 
Motherless  Oven  is  unlike 
anything  I’ve  ever  read. 
Not  just  because  it’s  a 
graphic novel - a form I’ll 
readily  admit  to  knowing 
noth ing  about  -  but 
because of… well, just the 
way it  is.  I  don’t  want to 
spoil  this  book  for  you 
(great  idea  to  review  it, 
eh?). It’s too beautiful, and 
too precious to synopsise. 

But since I have to 
entice  you  into  buying  it 
somehow, imagine: a world 
where  it  rains  knives, 
where  chi ldren  create 
their  parents  and  know 

the day they’ll die. A world 
so full of depth and reality 
and genuine human feeling 
that it’s hard to believe it 
ex i s t s  in  on l y  two 
dimensions,  just  in  black 
and  white.  A world  quite 
apart  from  the  countless 
teen  dystopias  of  the 
present, a world unlike any 
alternative  we’ve  seen. 

I ’ l l  bet,  though, 
that  it’ll  feel  strangely 
f ami l i a r.  Rob  Da v i s ’ 
beaut i fu l l y  dangerous 
wor ld  i s  the  per fect 
distillation of teenage life, 
complete with all its highs 
and  lows  and  staggering 
revelations. 
(continued on page 6)
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“The first man to walk on was ‘not nearly fat enough’.” 
- Eddie King, Michael McIntyre review, page 5

Young,  naïve  ideas 
and  puer i l e  humour 
wrapped in a girdle. To be 
shortly followed by bigger, 
bolder  ideas  and  more 
impeccab l y  mature 
‘humour ’  ( ‘ banter ’  - 
*shudders*)  that  can  only 
be  contained  within  a 
chunky  Broadie.  No,  not 
you  lot,  but  this  latest 
peace  offering  from  the 
Broadie team! Welcome to 
the  Girdle,  the  slim,  fit 
predecessor to the bloated 
Christmas  Broadie.  The 
Christmas  edition,  like  a 
massive partially-defrosted 
turkey, is being basted and 
the  oven  is  being  pre-
heated  as  you  read  this, 
dear  reader.  This  svelte 
edition is a mere appetiser, 
l ike  a  mince  p ie  in 
November.

So  what  have  we 
packed  into  eight  small, 
perfectly  formed  pages? 
Matron Blue is back, with 
adv ice  for  someone 
fantasising  about  a  long-

di s tance  re l a t ionsh ip 
(across  Chapel).  We have 
some  advice  for  those  of 
you who aren’t  impressed 
by  this  shambles  of  a 
preview in ‘10 things to do 
while you wait for the real 
Chr i s tma s  B r o a d i e  to 
come out’. Meta. Also, lots 
more  great  news  tidbits 
reviews  are  here  to  keep 
you going.

Finally,  our  Broadie 
contributors  have  given 
careful  thought  to  recent 
scanda l s  sur rounding 
sexual  consent and sexual 
harassment.  Two  people 
debate  whether  sex 
offenders  should  be  able 
to ever work again in the 
public  eye.  One  of  our 
Grecians  also  shares  his 
thoughts  about 
#GamerGate  and  ethics 
in video game journalism.

Hopefully,  you  will 
find this Girdle  a pleasant 
h int  o f  the  B r o a d i e -
pleasures to come.
▉ Mr Wearden

T h e E u r o p e a n S p a c e 
Agency robot probe Philae 
has landed on a comet for 
the first time, after a ten 
year journey covering four 
billion miles. 
————————————————
Labour leader Ed Miliband 
has stood firm after reports 
emerged suggesting that 
some of his MPs want him 
to step down, after Labour 
slipped in polls. 
————————————————
Michael Garcia, the lawyer 
who conducted a two-year 
i n q u i r y i n t o p o s s i b l e 
corruption at FIFA, has 
criticised a FIFA report 
which cleared the Qatar 
2022 World Cup bidding 
team of any wrongdoing. 

Medicins Sans Frontières is 
to start experimental drug 
trials for the Ebola virus 
in West Africa, as the death 
toll from the epidemic 
passes 5000.  
————————————————
Syria's neighbours are 
sharply cutting the number 
of refugees they allow in as 
the world community fails 
t o s h a r e t h e b u r d e n , 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e s c u e 
Committee. 
—————————————————
Former Prime Minister 
John Major has said that 
Britain is in danger of 
stumbling out of the EU in 
a divorce that would be 
final, unless immigration 
concerns are addressed. ▉

Phillip Hughes , the 
Australian cricketer, has 
passed away at the age of 
25.  May he rest in peace. 
———————————————
Jonny Sexton, Julian 
Savea, Brodie Retallick, 
Willie Le Roux and 
Duane Vermeulen have 
been shortlisted for the 
2014 World Rugby player 
of the year award. 
———————————————
India batsman Rohit 
Sharma has become the 
first man to hit 250 in a 
one-day international, by 
gaining 264 runs off 173 
in his innings against Sri 
Lanka. 

Lewis Hamilton won his 
second F1 title after 
taking victory in the Abu 
D h a b i G r a n d P r i x . 
T e a m m a t e N i c o 
Rosberg, who could have 
beaten Hamilton, limped 
to 14th after gradually 
losing power throughout 
the race. 
———————————————
Wa s p s b e a t L o n d o n 
Welsh 71-7 in their last 
home Premiership game 
before their impending 
move to Coventry. They 
later lost to Exeter, who 
went top of the table. ▉

Editorial



Fortunately  for  us,  we 
live  in  a  democratic,  conflict-
free  and  most  importantly 
forgiving  society,  in  which  we 
have, for the most part, justice 
for both victims and criminals. 
Recently, we have seen a lot of 
pub l i c  a t tent ion  towards 
pre v ious l y  f amous ,  now 
infamous, sexual criminals: Rolf 
Harris, Jimmy Saville and, more 
recently,  Ched  Evans.  The 
charity  Rape Crisis  in  England 
and  Wales  has  said  that  Evans 
shou ld  be  banned  f rom 
professional  football,  stating  it 
wou ld  ‘ send  out  a  s t rong 
message  condemning  sexual 
violence against women’, but is 
th i s  rea l l y  the  rea son  to 
condemn  rape?  Because  you 
won’t get a comfy football job? 
Well, this writer thinks not.

For  those  that  don’t 
know  a l ready,  Evans  wa s 
convicted, and served time, for 
the rape of a woman. Although 
he went to jail for two and a half 
years, Evans maintains that he is 
innocent of the crime and that 
he  was  also  drunk at  the  time 
the  defendant  claims  to  have 
been  raped.  This  begs  the 
questions: Was he any more able 
to able to give consent than she 
was?  Is  she  (or  Evans)  not 
accountable for her actions just 
because  she  was  drunk?  It  is 
prudent  to  remember  that  we 
hold  drunk-drivers  accountable 
for  their  own  actions  even 
though  the i r  judgment  i s 
skewed  by  alcohol,  so  should 
sexual consent be any different? 
Perhaps the real problem here is 
some  kind  of  institutionalised 
misandr y,  but  a  f a r  more 
pres s ing  i s sue :  on  the 
assumption  that  Ched  Evans 
really  is  guilty  of  this  crime, 
should he be allowed to return 
to a professional football career?

The point of our justice 
system,  although  punitive,  is 
about  re forming  and 
rehabilitating  the  offender  so 
that  when  they  leave  prison, 
they can be of service to society 
in  any  way  they  choose,  as  is 
the i r  2 3 rd  human  r ight : 
‘Everyone has the right to work, 
to  free  choice  of  employment, 
to  ju s t  and  fa vourab le 
conditions  of  work  and  to 
protect ion  a ga ins t 
unemployment’.  Critics  of  this 
view  have  said  that  he  can 

return to work somewhere else, 
but  not  in  a  position  in  the 
public eye. Well, a quick search 
reveals  that  Evans  didn’t  have 
the  wealthiest  upbringing,  nor 
did he receive the privilege of a 
f i r s t-c la s s  o r  un iver s i ty 
education.  In  other  words, 
Evans  likely  would  have  to 
resort to some other career for 
the  rest  of  his  life  -  one  that 
would be a  poor substitute for 
being  allowed  to  focus  on  his 
passion, and is that really telling 
of  the  society  of  forgiveness 
that I mentioned earlier?

Also,  what  constitutes 
a  job  in  the  public  eye?  And 
where  do we draw the line  on 
what  counts  as  jobs  in  the 
public  eye?  I  am in the public 
eye as you read this very article, 
despite  my  anonymity.  Even  if 
only one person decides to read 
this, I still have some degree of 
influence. Is writing for a small-
time  newspaper  beyond  Evans’ 
aspirations  too?  What  about  a 
lecturer? Or even a YouTuber? If 
we agree that he shouldn’t be a 
professional  footballer  then we 
also agree that he shouldn’t  be 
any  of  these  because  he  was 
convicted  of  a  sexual  offence. 
Why  don’t  we  make  the  same 
case  for  stealing,  arson,  or,  in 
actor  Mark  Wahlberg’s  case, 
blinding someone? You’ll notice 
that we were still graced with a 
new Transformers movie, terrible 
a s  i t  wa s ,  desp i te  Mark 
Wahlberg  b l ind ing  an  o ld 
Vietnamese  man  in  a  racially 
motivated  attack  decades  ago. 
Those  who  oppose  Evans ’ 
return  to  football  must  also 
oppose  countless  others  who 
have been allowed back into the 
public  eye  after  committing  a 
crime.

Finally,  on  the  critics 
that  believe  letting  him return 
would encourage others to rape 
and  would  make  it  seem  like 
rape is acceptable because he is 
influential of a fan base, I would 
refer those people to the case of 
Luis  Suárez  who  bit  a  fellow 
player on the pitch not so long 
ago,  but was still  allowed back 
to  footba l l ,  a lbe i t  w i th  a 
temporary ban. And since then, 
how many of  his  fans  have we 
seen  eager  to  take  a  hearty 
chomp  out  o f  one  o f 
opposition?  Oh,  that’s  right. 
None. ▉

THE GrEAT DEBATE
The Great Debate

Over the last couple of 
weeks,  the  British  news  has 
been  focused  on  the  case  of 
Ched  Evans.  The  footballer 
turned  convicted  rapist  has 
recently  been  released  from 
prison after serving half  of  his 
sentence, after being convicted 
in  2012.  Lately,  the  popularity 
surrounding this case has been 
regarding  the  decision  that 
allowed  him to  train  with  his 
former  club,  Sheffield  United, 
which sparked controversy after 
the  club  admitted  that  they 
were  considering  reinstating 
him.

Personally, and I’m sure 
others will agree with me, I find 
this unacceptable. Evans should 
not be allowed to play for any 
professional  football  team.  By 
allowing him to do this  is  not 
only allowing him to return to a 
pos i t ion  in  which  he  wi l l 
essent ia l l y  be  idol i sed  by 
adoring fans,  but allowing him 
into a position where he will be 
looked upon as a role model for 
children and young adults. 

Of course there is  the 
argument  that  Evans  has  been 
rehabilitated  after  serving  his 
jail  time,  but  I  call  this  into 
question,  as  in  his  ‘apology’ 
statement,  he  apologised  for 
being unfaithful to his girlfriend 
Natasha Massey by ‘having sex’ 
with the victim. To this day, he 
furiously  denies  that  he  raped 
the woman. Therefore, I ask, if 
he  won’t  even  admit  that  he’s 
done something wrong, can he 
be truly rehabilitated? 
A petition  firmly  against  his 
reinstatement  has  been  signed 
by  (at  the  time  of  writing) 
162 ,254  people  ( inc luding 
myself)  and  two  of  the  clubs 
patrons  have  resigned,  citing 
his  potential  reinstatement  as 
the reason why.

“At  no  po int  ha ve 
Sheffield  United  acknowledged 
the extremity of his crime…My 
decision  is  made  on  the  fact 
that I don’t believe a convicted 
rapist, as in Ched Evans, should 
go  back  to  a  club  that  I  am 
patron  of,”  said  former  club 
patron  Charlie  Webster.  “He’s 
not  just  going  into  a  job,  he’s 
bandied as a role model and he’s 
influencing the next generation 
of young men who are currently 
still  making their  decisions  on 

how to treat women and what 
sexual mutual consent is.” 

Nick  Clegg,  the  MP 
for Sheffield Hallam, said in an 
LBC interview: “You are taking 
on a role model, particularly for 
a lot of young boys who look up 
to  their  heroes  on  a  football 
pitch in a team like that, and he 
has  committed  a  very  serious 
crime. It is for the football club 
to decide, but I really do think 
that footballers these days, they 
are  major  public  figures  who 
have  a  public  responsibility  to 
se t  an  example  for  other 
people.”

Sheffield  United  have 
themselves  sa id  that  they 
condemned  rape  and  violence 
a ga ins t  women  in  the 
“strongest  possible  terms”, 
however  have  admitted  that 
they  are  deciding  whether  or 
not to re-sign Evans.

Children  and  young 
adults are easily impressionable 
and it is our generation that is 
being  influenced  by  today’s 
celebrities.  Celebrities  like 
Ched  Evans,  YouTuber  Sam 
Pepper  and ‘comedian’  Dapper 
Laughs are guilty of committing 
or causing sex offences. In the 
latter  cases,  it  was  done  as 
‘banter’  or  ‘for  a  laugh’.  I’m 
sorry  but  I  don’t  find  rape 
particularly  funny,  especially 
upon  read ing  that  Evans ’ 
victim, who was only 19 at the 
time,  has  had  to  change  her 
name twice after being exposed 
online  and threatened and has 
had  to  flee  her  home  town, 
leaving  behind  her  family  and 
friends. Celebrities, in this day 
and age, are role models. They 
need to accept that they are in 
the  public  eye  and  therefore, 
the i r  ac t ions  wi l l  ha ve 
consequences.  I  am  strongly 
against  the  argument  that 
Evans has the right to return to 
his  place of work,  the football 
field, as he is in the public eye 
and is therefore a role model to 
younger people.

I personally feel uneasy 
that  a  convicted  rapist  will 
possibly  be cheered on by the 
next generation. The fact of the 
matter is that if this is allowed 
to  happen,  we  are  opening 
ourselves  up  to  the  possibility 
that young people in the future 
will be saying they want to 
be like Ched Evans. ▉ �3

SHOULD CONVICTED SEX OFFENDERS WORK AGAIN IN THE PUBLIC EYE?YES NO



#GamerGate 
(continued from cover) 

 Such  abuse  regularly 
consists  of  doxxing  -  which  is 
fancy internet speak for finding 
out and publishing online their 
addres ses ,  those  o f  the i r 
families  and  other  personal 
details that for some reason the 
who le  in ter net  o f,  a s  i t 
somet imes  unfor tunate l y 
appears,  harassment  artists 
deserve  to  know -  the  targets, 
and  threatening  them with  all 
sorts  of  rape  and  murder  and 
terrorist attacks.

But  actually,  it's  about 
ethics in video game journalism.

The  year  is  2014  and 
people shouldn’t have to put up 
with this nonsense.

The  first  story  is  that 
o f  Zoe  Quinn .  Her  abuse 
started  around  the  time  of 
Depression  Quest's   initial 
r e l ea se .  Descr ibed  on  i t s 
website  as  an  interactive  non-
fiction,  isn't  strictly  a  game. 
Quinn created it as a frank and 
open  way  of  dealing  with  her 
depression,  and  it’s  bloody 
fantastic.  Not  fun,  by  any 
means.  The  very  notion  of 
depression  is  that  life  doesn’t 
feel  fun. Eye-opening, thought-
pro voking  and  wor thy  o f 
celebration  for  existing  in  a 
society where suicide is one of 
the  largest  killers?  Hell  yes. 
We’re generally utterly ignorant 
about  mental  health  issues  (as 
the reaction to Robin Williams’ 
suicide  displayed  so  tragically) 
so  anything that  can genuinely 
raise  awareness  and  perhaps 
help  people  (a  percentage  of 
proceeds  from the  game’s  sale 
are  going  to  the  National 
Suicide  Prevention  Hotline)  is 
great. But I digress.

It's  there  where  the 
'Quinnspiracy'  begins.  A blog 
post from Quinn's ex-boyfriend 
Eron Gjoni alleged that she had 
entered  a  relationship  with 
Nathan  Grayson,  a  writer  for 
Kotaku,  a  popular  games  blog. 
Though  Quinn  had  already 
received  abuse  from  a  small 
minority  of  those  who  weren't 
fans of her work, more jumped 
on to Gjoni's allegations to act 
as  evidence  for  the  lack  of 
e th ic s  (and ,  there fore , 

p ro l i f e ra t ion  o f 
cor r upt ion )  in  games 

journalism. 
A l l egat ions  were 

c reated  that  Quinn  and 
Grayson’s  re lat ionship  led 
Grayson  to  give  Depression 
Quest  a  positive  review  and 
favourable coverage on Kotaku. 
Of  course  these  allegations 
conveniently  ignore  the  fact 
that  neither  Grayson  nor  any 
other  Kotaku  writer  has  ever 
reviewed Depression Quest and 
the only time Grayson’s writing 
referred to Quinn or the game 
was  quoting  her  in  an  article 
written  and  published  before 
the i r  re l a t ionsh ip  began . 
Perhaps  they  were  f r iends 
before their relationship, but I 
couldn’t  care  less.  Industry 
figures  do  often  tend  to  be 
familiar  with  the  journalists 
who cover their field. As long as 
there ’s  no  b ig  conf l ic t  o f 
interest  anywhere  along  the 
line,  I  couldn’t  give  two hoots 
who had lunch or sex or a game 
of Mario Kart with whom.

The  second  is  that  of 
Anita  Sarkeesian.  Sarkeesian  - 
hailed by the abusive hordes as 
the queen of the Social  Justice 
Warriors  (or  SJWs  for  the 
benefit of your carefully crafted 
140  character  abuse  slinging), 
who  aren’t  awfully  keen  on 
sexists,  misogynists,  racists  or 
any kind of content like that in 
the media - is the creator of the 
web series Feminist Frequency. In 
2012 ,  she  ra i sed  a lmost 
$160,000 on  Kickstarter  when 
she appealed for funds to make 
a  series  about  video  games, 
Tropes  vs.  Women.  The  most 
recent entry into the series was 
released  in  late  August  and 
focuses  on  how  non-playable 
sexualised female characters are 
subjected  to  violence  within 
games  to  ser ve  as  raunchy 
background  decoration  for  the 
target market of straight males.

What Sarkeesian shows 
in  her  work is  that  things  like 
rape  and  sexualised  female 
corpses are being trivialised by 
developers, who utilise them to 
highlight  how  terrifying  and 
unforgiving  the  game  worlds 
are.   Her criticisms are indeed 
valid. So when a credible threat 
to carry out the deadliest school 
shoot ing  in  US  h i s tor y  i f 
Sarkeesian  proceeded  with  a 
talk  at  Utah  State  University 
just last month - name-checking 

Montreal murder Marc Lépine, 
who shot 14 women in his fight 
against  feminism  -  it’s  quite 
plain to see how dangerously far 
this ‘movement’ has gone.

Actua l l y,  i t ’s  about 
ethics in video game journalism, 
I  hear  you  c r y,  dear 
‘GamerGater’.  Don’t  think  for 
one  iota  of  a  second  that  the 
tor rent  o f  abuse  you ’ve 
unleashed  would  lead  me  to 
overlook the noble crusade you 
a re  embro i l ed  in  a ga ins t 
scandalous  corruption  amongst 
those  people  lucky  enough  to 
make  a  living  writing  words 
about video games.

Accus ing  Quinn  o f 
s leeping  with  Grayson  for 
favourable coverage of her game 
on Kotaku  which quite simply 
does  not  exist  (and  never  has 
existed) is unfathomably stupid. 
Ca l l ing  for  the  head  o f 
Pol ygon’s  editor ia l i s t  Ben 
Kuchera  because  he  had  the 
audacity  to  write  an  article 
about  the  Quinn  debac le 
without publicly disclosing with 
a 10,000 word essay his support 
of  her work on Patreon,  a  site 
that  le ts  you  g ive  regu lar 
monetar y  contributions  to 
content  creators  you  love,  is 
also boundlessly empty-headed. 

If  it’s  the  little  ethics 
statement near the byline of an 
article about a video game that 
really infuriates you more than 
anything else in the world, your 
life must be spiffy. Good for you 
if  your  yelling  and copied-and-
pasted  emails  and  threats  of 
removing your custom got a few 
editors to bend over backwards 
and amend their ethics policies 
to make sure people who write 
about  games  declare  who  they 
support  financially  (to  make 
more  awesome  games)  and  to 
get a few pathetic advertisers to 
succumb  to  your  vehement 
opposition  and  sever  ties  with 
gaming publications.

If  you  want  to  pick  a 
bone  with  the  games  industry, 
go  to  the  publishers.  They’re 
the ones you’re actually directly 
giving  money  to.  They’re  the 
ones  making  money  off  the 
games  that  cause  al l  these 
complaints.  They’re  the  ones 
paying YouTube ‘stars’, who are 
probab l y  the  b ig ges t 
promot iona l  too l  for  the 
industry  these  days,  to  make 

videos about their games whilst 
disingenuously  overlooking  all 
the issues within. They may not 
be  or  e ven  c l a im  to  be 
journalists,  but as figures many 
look  towards  when  making 
purchas ing  decis ions  they 
shou ld  be  he ld  to  s imi la r 
standards.

Judg ing  by  the 
widespread support  for  Quinn, 
Sarkeesian,  Phil  Fish,  Brianna 
Wu,  Felicia  Day,  every  video 
game  journalist  this  side  of 
Hyrule  and  all  those  other 
v i c t ims  to  the  wrath  o f 
#GamerGate,  it's  evident  that 
there  are  rational  people  who 
understand  the  importance  of 
such  work .  It 's  the  voca l 
minority  that  are  resorting  to 
abuse and harassment in  order 
to  defend  their  lifestyles  from 
the  vicious  attacks  of  liberals 
and  women  who  want  to  take 
away the sexism and inequality 
clearly  so  crucial  to  the  very 
existence of video games.

A gamer  is  a  person 
who  plays  games.  With  games 
progressively  becoming  more 
open ,  access ib le  and 
transcendent, it’s been reported 
recently that 52% of all gamers 
are  women.  Gaming  is  a  $21 
billion industry. It’s bigger than 
Hollywood.  Activision  sold  $1 
billion in units of a Call of Duty 
game in the first  24 hours  last 
year. Who cares if Candy Crush 
Saga isn’t as ‘hardcore’ as World 
o f  Warcraf t ?  Gaming  i s 
everywhere and that’s great.

We can’t have any kind 
of  debate  l ike  this.  Quinn 
herse l f  po inted  out  that 
“discussing ethics and fairness is 
antithetical  to  a  campaign 
originated in and motivated by a 
f a i r  b i t  o f  misogyny  and 
hara s sment” .  Those 
#GamerGate  supporters  who 
don’t  support  abuse  should 
jump off  the  train.  When  you 
have a banner as vast and free as 
#GamerGate and a message as 
vague  as  ‘ethics  in  video  game 
journalism’,  repulsive  eggs  will 
get on board.

If  you  want  v ideo 
games to  be  taken seriously  in 
the mainstream, as they deserve 
to  be,  pledging  support  to 
#GamerGate  is  definitely  not 
the way to go about it.
▉ Xavier Voigt-Hill�4
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Michael McIntyre 
It  was  with  great 

trepidation and excitement 
that  the  aud ience 
responded  to  the  lights 
go ing  down  when 
comedian  Michae l 
McIntyre graced our stage 
wi th  h i s  s tand  up 
performance.  However,  as 
the  most  astute  audience 
member sitting in front of 
me  duly  noted,  the  first 
man to walk on was,  “not 
nearly  fat  enough”  and 
indeed,  Mr  McIntyre’s 
warm-up  act  lacked  both 
his  physical  and  theatrical 
breadth. Often, he seemed 
to  rely  on  the  tension 
caused by simply swearing 
a lot in order to get a cheap 
l augh  than  anyth ing 
actually  funny  he  might 

have  said,  to  the  point  of 
vulgarity  at  times.  That 
said, he did make me laugh 
more than once and given 
that was his sole purpose, I 
can’t dismiss him as a total 
failure, even if I will never 
be  ab le  to  indu lge  in 
provocative  imaginings  of 
Rafael  Nadal  in  the  same 
way  again  after  having 
heard  quite  so  graphically 
what it may be like, based 
on how he eats bananas. 

After  a  break  in 
which  to  digest  the  warm 
up act the real show began, 
and I have to confess it was 
a bit of a surreal feeling to 
have one of Britain’s most 
popular  comedians  only  a 
few metres away. Although 
I imagine not as surreal as 
for  our  own  head  o f 
Drama, who was promptly 

recognised in the front row 
by McIntyre and asked for 
another  cup  of  tea.  This 
seemed to amuse McIntyre 
as much as it  did the rest 
of  the  audience  however 
that  may  have  just  been 
because the students  were 
not  used  to  the  spectacle 
of  having  staff  members 
taken  the  Michael  out  of 
(if you will excuse the pun).

Overall the comedy 
was great, ranging from the 
peace  of  the  city  when 
compared  to  the  talking 
cats  of  the  country  and  a 
short demonstration of the 
best  way  to  dea l  with 
domestic intruders - that is 
to say stripping naked and 
shouting the word ‘ehh’ in 
the  most  Scottish  way 
possible.  I also took some 
useful  mental  notes  about 

the  per i l s  o f  moder n 
parenting  the  sense  of 
despair  that  will  one  day 
apparently befall  me when 
my child  informs  me that 
the iPad has died and there 
is  still  another hour to go 
before  we arrive  to  where 
ever  we are  going.  By  the 
t ime  I  l e f t  my  cheek 
muscles  were  aching  and 
had thoroughly enjoyed the 
night.  The  humour  was 
top ica l  and  fun  and 
presented  by  one  of  the 
most  ta lented  men  in 
comedy. I really hope that 
the  school  continues  to 
advertise  itself  as  a  venue 
for A-list performances but 
if  this  year  is  anything  to 
go by, the next act will have 
large shoes to fill. 
★★★★ ▉ Eddie King
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Knife Party 
Abandon Ship 

I  don’t  go  into  a 
re v ie w  s t r i v ing  for 
negativity.  Perhaps  I  may 
sit  at  my  desk  and  brace 
myself for an onslaught of 
mediocrity, an instinct that 
usually serves well through 
the  likes  of  Miley  Cyrus’ 
magnum  opus  Bangerz . 
Knife  Party  trigger  this 
radar  like  a  machete  at 
airport  security,  but  each 
time I listen to their noises 
I  find  myself  pleasantly 
surprised about how much 
I  don’t  despise  them. The 
music  is  typically  just  as 
humane  a s  the  name 
suggests,  with  stabbing 
synths  and  hea vy 
percussion,  but Rob Swire 
and Gareth McGrillen, the 
remnants of drum and bass 
ensemble Pendulum, have a 
perp lex ing  knack  o f 
making  it  sound  vaguely 
tolerable.

After a plethora of 
de lays ,  debut  a lbum 
Abandon  Ship  has  finally 
found the light of day, but 
a l a s ,  i t ’s  immediate l y 
obv ious  that  the  pa i r 

shouldn’t  have  tried  to 
spread out their inspiration 
to  a  longer  work  than  a 
four track EP. Though the 
duo  were  keen  to  avoid 
having  dubstep  on  the 
record, they’ve not strayed 
too  far  from their  electro 
house stylings. Exploration 
into  new  territories  feels 
strained - almost as if their 
major  label  contract  has 
shoehorned  them  into 
boxes  more  befitting  of 
spoons and cake forks.

Emotion  is  not  a 
word  that  appears  in  the 
Knife  Party  vocabulary,  as 
displayed  by  the  abrasive 
tendencies  of  opening 
tracks  Reconnect,  Resistance 
and  Boss  Mode,  featuring 
dramat ic  vo iceo vers , 
“Crocodile” Dundee quotes 
and  talk  of  interstellar 
incidents  respectively.  On 
my first listen, I promptly 
gave up during Micropenis, a 
t r ack  wi th  ch iptune 
breakdowns ,  an ima l 
squeals and raucous alarms 
that  effectively  equates  to 
grown  men  giggling  over 
the  existence  of  the  word 
‘micropenis’  (which,  of 
course,  has  no  connection 

to  the  music  whatsoever). 
Returning  later,  I  was 
startled by the presence of 
disco in Superstar, but even 
this  can’t  resist  mocking 
the  duo’s  fans,  with  the 
soulless robotic delivery of 
the line “Oh my god, what 
the  f***  is  this  disco  s***/
What  happened  to  the 
dubstep?”  interrupting  the 
moderate elegance.

One  of  the  rare 
breaches  into  melody, 
p lea sant  no i ses  and 
unironically  sampled  vocal 
snippets  comes  in  the 
shape  o f  E DM  Tr e n d 
Machine .  This  bizarrely 
listenable pastiche of house 
music’s  more  mainstream 
sounds has a vocal  feature 
from  Bryn  Christopher  - 
who once attempted a pop 
career - atop a, you guessed 
i t ,  b lend  o f  cur rent 
electronic trends including 
deep  house  drops  and 
Mar t in  Garr ix -esque 
synths.  Single  Begin  Again 
also  verges  on  musicality, 
with Swire picking up the 
vocal  duties  for  the  only 
t ime  on  the  a lbum.  It 
seems  more  l ike  an 
unfinished Pendulum track 

-  in  f ac t ,  those  who 
listened to 2010’s Immersion 
will feel almost too close to 
home  -  and  the  album  is 
better  for  it.  In  the  same 
way that a stale carrot cake 
is better than a brick, but a 
tad better nevertheless.

Where  Kni fe 
Par ty ’s  adventurous 
tendencies and destructive 
energy  ha ve  pro ved 
highl ights  of  previous 
works,  Abandon  Ship  falls 
in to  four  spec i f i c 
ca tegor ie s :  d i s sonant 
electro stab-house, rejected 
Pendulum  tracks,  painful 
attempts  at  humour,  and 
piggybacking  on  trends  in 
the  wider  e l ec t ron ic 
community.  Perhaps  i f 
Swire  and  McGrillen  had 
directed  their  efforts  on 
just four tracks once again, 
rather than prolonging the 
s t r ug g le  through  56 
minutes  of  aural  abuse, 
someth ing  p lea sant l y 
surpr i s ing  cou ld  ha ve 
arisen.

At  l ea s t  now  I 
know never again to doubt 
my instincts. ★★
▉ Xavier Voigt-Hill



The Motherless Oven 
(continued from cover)

And yet,  in  the  chaos, 
everything  makes  sense  -  the 
absurd  is  made  mundane, 
s lo t t ing  in  qu ie t l y  and 
unobtrusively  around  Scarper 
Lee, the boy with three weeks 
left  to  live.  He  has,  as  you 
might expect, bigger things to 
worry about. It’s a privilege to 
share them with him.

Basically, The Motherless 
Oven  is  brilliant.  That’s  the 
summary;  the  only  synopsis 
that  can truly  do it  justice.  I 
could write pages and pages on 

what I think it’s about, on the 
feelings  and  opinions  it ’s 
provoked in me. On the sheer 
density  of  ideas,  the meaning 
of  its  climax.  The  expression 
in a single stroke of pen. But I 
won’t. 

This  book  deserves  to 
be read with fresh eyes, and an 
open mind. You don’t want my 
op in ions  c loud ing  your 
judgment. Afterwards, though? 
Come  and  find  me.  I’ve  got 
plenty of theories, and I want 
to hear yours too. ★★★★★ 
▉Louis Hall

alt-J (∆) 
This Is All Yours 

Download: Every Other 
Freckle, Lovely Day 

alt-J’s  debut,   An 
Aw e s o m e  Wa v e ,  wh ich 
ended  up  winning  the 
Mercury  Prize,  entering 
the iPhones of millions of 
young  adu l t s  and 
soundtracking  adverts  and 
TV shows,  was  something 
innovative in the world of 
pop music, something long 
needed.  Their  follow-up is 
more  self-indulgent  but 
really  much  more  focused 
on  c reat ing  beaut i fu l 
soundscapes.  Opening  in 
much the same fashion as 
their  debut,  it  all  has  a 
similar feel, but feels more 
mature  and  thoughtful.  
Bonus  t rack  and  B i l l 
Withers  cover  Lovely  Day 
is a highlight. ★★★★ 

Flying Lotus 
You're Dead!  

Download: All of it 
Steven  Ellison,  the 

genius  Californian  rapper, 
producer  and  musician 
who often performs under 

the  under  pseudonyms 
Captain  Murphy  and 

F l y i n g 
Lotus,  is 
one  o f 
the  a l l 
too  rare 
t r u e 

innovators at the forefront 
of  the  music  industry.  On 
this  album  working  with 
Kendrick  Lamar  on  the 
brilliant  Never  Catch  Me 
and Snoop Dogg  on Dead 
Man’s  Tetris,  he  is  bringing 
in  more  styles  to  expand 
his  jazz  fus ion.  When 
listened to as a whole, with 
each of the 19 tracks being 
around  2  minutes,  adding 
up  to  38  minutes  o f 
absolutely  astonishing  jazz 
fus ion  that  i s  t r u l y 
refreshing. In this day and 
age  where  listening  to  a 
whole  album  seems  old 
fashioned  and  novel,  it  is 
refreshing  to  see  a  high-
prof i le  ar t i s t  create  a 
concept  album  that  truly 
rewards when listened to in 
its entirety. ★★★★★ 

SBTRKT 
Wonder Where We Land  

Download: New Dorp. 
New York, Wonder Where 

We Land 
The  expansive  65 

minute  electro  groove  of 
elusive  musician  Aaron 
Jerome,  under  the  name 
SBTRKT,  pronounced 
‘subtract’,  has  tune  after 

tune.  He  has  a  brilliantly 
varied  sound  for  such  an 
extensive album and really 
uses  his  collaborators  to 
the best of his ability. It is 
obvious  that  without  his 
collaborators  he  would 
have  very  little  to  work 
with,  but  when  he  and 
Sampha  work  together 
they make brilliant electro-
pop.  Other  collaborators 
include A$AP Ferg, Raury, 
Jessie  Ware  and  Vampire 
Weekend’s Ezra Koenig, in 
an  album  that  definitely 
gives  you  your  money’s 
worth. ★★★★½ 

The Flaming Lips 
With A Little Help  
From My Fwends 

Download: Lucy In The 
Sky With Diamonds, A 

Day In The Life 
Many cover albums 

of The Beatles Sgt.  Pepper’s 
Lonely Heart Club Band have 
done both nothing 
to  change  the 
theme and expand 
the i r  a l ready 
innovative  music 
and thrown it into 
the  stratosphere.  
This  time  around, 
The  Flaming  Lips 
have  attempted  to 
throw  i t  e ven 
fur ther,  in to  a 
who le  ne w 
universe.  They  fell 

a bit short to be honest.
The  main  problem 

they  had  was  that  they 
tried  to  make  an  album 
done  by  one  genius  band 
on  acid  with  28  different 
artists all trying to emulate 
the  psychedelic  feeling  of 
the  or ig ina l  in  an 
inno vat ive  way.  They 
succeed somewhat, but still 
fail  on  a  lot  of  tracks  to 
add  anything  other  than 
just  a  mess  of  abstract 
noises.  Where  they  work 
best, quite amazingly, is on 
the  tracks  with  Miley 
Cyrus, singing a slow Lucy 
In  The  Sky  With  Diamonds 
duet  with  Wayne  Coyne, 
which  expands  into  an 
exp los ive  and  ep ic 
soundscape.  It  has  some 
br i l l i ant  ar twork  and, 
although  not  worthy  of 
repeated  listens,  this  is 
definitely an album worthy 
of note. ★★★½ 
▉ Ben Johnson
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Pet Peeves
“There’s a KitKat on the floor!”

“It’s not real.”

“It takes a lot to make a stew.”

“I can’t stop watching 
the Leveson inquiry.”

“A pinch of salt 
and laughter too.”

“You do realise I’m using 
dogs as a verb, right?”

“A scoop of kids to 
add some spice.”

“Have you heard 
anything funny?” 

“No.”

“A dash of love to 
make it nice.”

“Homosexuality isn’t just a 
religion you can flip flop 

whenever you want.”

“And you’ve got 
too many cooks!”

“Knock knock! Hello! 
It’s Mr Duffield!”

Miscellaneous

Overheard at HOUSEY
When the equality group 
clashes with your active.

When people spell my name with a Y.

When you find the perfect font 
and it overhangs the textboxes.

When people call me Cookie Factory. 

Jasper eating tea bags.

The LARC and Quad are wonky.

Walking through puddles 
with holes in your shoes.

When you’re trying to film a biology 
video but actually taking photos.

Jaffa Cake boxes and wooden spoons.

Excessive lemon-infused olive oil.

My icing sugar is too watery.

I can’t tell the difference between 
A and B. Sorry, teachers.

The dreams I have in my head are too 
dangerous for human consumption.

I spent 5 minutes trying to 
type a capital number.

If I don’t leave for breakfast 
at exactly 7:08 then I have 

a nervous breakdown.

I prepare my CCF lessons 
in 10 minutes.

Sometimes it hurts when I think.

I have negative swag.

Confessions

10 things to do whilst waiting for the  
ACTUAL BROADIE to be released 

1. Sing every song in the hymn book.
2. Do prep. *shudder*
3. Watch a really depressing film and cry about how sh…

ockingly bad your life is.
4. Tell Matron you’re pregnant. Especially in a boys’ house.
5. Watch previously viral videos in your free periods. Did 

someone  say  Rebecca  Black  is  making  a  comeback?... 
NO! NO! THEY DIDN’T.

6. Learn  the  routine  to  the  Jingle  Bell  Rock dance  from 
Mean Girls. Perform this at Christmas disco, outfits and 
all. “BUT I’M ALWAYS ON YOUR LEFT.”

7. Try  lucid  dreaming.  IT’S  NOT REAL,  IT DIDN’T 
WORK  AND  I  WAS  THOROUGHLY 
DISAPPOINTED.

8. Count the days until *whispers*Christmas*cries & dies*.
9. Watch all the Christmas adverts that have come on TV 

recently. Sainsbury's > John Lewis.
10. Get  on  with  your  life  and  be  grateful  there  isn’t 

ANOTHER Broadie  that  will  aid  your  procrastination 
before you attempt “that prep” and FAIL miserably at 
the attempt. 

▉ Andre Harrison-Fisher
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Dear Matron Blue,
I’m very confused, 

I don’t know what to do. 
I  really  like  this  person 
and I’m not sure if  they 
know  but  I ’ ve  been 
getting  signs  that  they 
might like me as well. I’m 
not sure how I feel about 
this, I don’t want to talk 
to  them  first  and  get 
openly rejected but I feel 
as  though  I  should  do 
something  soon  because 
it’s  getting quite hard to 
ignore.

I  don’t  want  to 
make a  move if  I’m not 
sure  how  the  other 
person feels.

Love,
Helpless Dep

Dear Helpless Dep, 
If  you  really  like 

this person then the best 
thing to do is  to just go 
for  it.  If  you’re  getting 
signs that they might like 
you  as  well  then  they 
probably  do  (and  might 
be wondering why you’re 
taking so long to talk to 
them).  If  you’re  scared 
about  getting  openly 
rejected  then  start  off 
slow and say hello, or ask 
them  how  they  are  or 
even  just  smile  at  them 
from  time  to  time.  It 
doesn’t  take much effort 
to  do  that.  Then  once 
you’ve established a basis 
for  t a lk ing ,  s ta r t  a 
conversation  with  them, 
talk to them about music 
or  mutual  f r iends  or 
anything that the two of 
you  cou ld  ha ve  in 
common. 

Whi le  you ’ re 
having  this  conversation 
wi th  them,  you ’ l l 
probably be able to tell if 
your  fee l ings  a re 
reciprocated. Good luck!

Lots of love,
Matron Blue

Dear Matron Blue,
I  th ink  th i s 

Grecian  boy  likes  me…
l ike ,  I  don’t  know  I 
always  stare  at  him  in 
chapel  and  sometime he 
stares  back  and  elbows 
his  friends  and  they  all 
laugh. I know it’s a bit of 
an  a ge  gap  but,  l ike, 
doesn’t  true  love  always 
prevail?

Love,
Smitten LE

Dear Smitten LE,
Oh  poppet,  how 

old are you? Like 12? And 
you think a 17-18 year old 
boy  fancies  you?  Really? 
Really?

To  be  honest,  I 
think you should stick to 
boys  your  own  age  and 
stop chasing unattainable 
Grecian  boys.  If  he’s 
staring  at  you  in  chapel 
then its probably because 
he  woke  up  l ike  ten 
minutes before and is too 
tired to focus. 

Sweetie,  if  you’re 
not  even  old  enough  to 
go out after prep then it’s 
just  not  going  to  work 
between the two of you.

Lots of love,
Matron Blue
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Dear Matron Blue…

Got a problem for Matron Blue to answer next 
time? Email it to matronblue@broadie.ch!

Sagittarius: Dry your eyes.  
The worst is still to come.


Capricorn: Open yourself to new possibilities. 
Make sure your credit card is secure.

Aquarius: Never forget your roots.  

They’re what keep trees alive.

Pisces: Try something new with someone old. 

Skydiving with Gran for Christmas?

February 29th*: Be yourself.  

They’ll be watching.

Aries: Evil dogs your every waking moment. 

Stay away from high ladders.

Taurus: Look out for your friends. They are the 

best of you, and also have your address.

Gemini: Imagine a kinder, better world.  

One day, you might live in it.

Cancer: Elections are nearly upon us.  

Your country needs you.

Leo: Vendettas are never healthy. Clean out 

your mind, and get yourself a peace lily.

Libra: Elope.


Virgo: Immerse yourself in another culture.  
I hear Mars is good this time of year.


Scorpio: Triumph is nearly yours.  
Keep on going, until it starts to rain.


*This is a new star sign of my own invention that I 
believe should be added to all major calendars. I'm 

thinking of calling it Floppitas.

Horoscopes 
With Guiding Light & Visionary Louis Hall

NEXT TIME IN 

THE BROADIE 
CHRISTMAS ’14 

Christmas In Germany 
Broadie Christmas Dinner 

The Broadie Awards 
Life in the Holidays 

Ice Hockey 
Banta Claus 
Interviews 

Cracker Jokes 
And much, much more 
See you soon!
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